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LONDON: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1902.

The Cremation Act.
AN Act of Parliament to be known as the Cremation Act,

1902, and to be applied to England, Wales, and Scotland,
but not to Ireland, received the royal assent on July 22nd
last and will come into force on April lst, 1903, in order

to enable public authorities charged with the duty of

providing for the burial of human remains to provide for
the disposal of them by burning. The text of the Act

will be found at p. 700. Public opinion has to a great
extent become accustomed to this method of dealing with
the dead since the outcry which greeted the sporadic and

experimental burning of bedies in the early "eighties." "

Many have almost forgotten that at that time the legality
of cremation was questioned even by the legal advisers of
the Government, and that the projected construction of a

properly-equipped crematorium by those interested in the

movement was abandoned owing to the attitude of the

Home Office. This state of things was only put an end to
when Mr. Justice STEPHEN, in charging the grand jury
called on to consider the indictment against a man named
PRICE in Wales (R. v. PRICE, 12, Q.B.D., 247), made a

careful and exhaustive survey of the laws and customs

relating to the treatment of human remains so far as these
were relevant to the subject before him, and drew the con-
clusion therefrom that the person who burnt a dead body
instead of burying it did not commit a criminal act unless

he did it in such a manner as to amount to a public
nuisance at common law. At the same time he added, with

particular reference to the case before him, although to

burn a dead body decently and inoffensively is not criminal
it is obvious that if it is done in such a manner as to be

offensive to others it is a nuisance of an aggravated kind.
Sir FITZJAMES STEPHEN went into the matter with his

usual thoroughness and courage, and no one, so far as we

are aware, has ever questioned the authority of his opinion,
but the new statute gives formal legal sanction to cremation
by providing that the powers of a burial authority to pro-
vide and maintain burial grounds or cemeteries, or anything
essential, ancillary, or incidental thereto, shall be deemed to
extend to and include the provision and maintenance of

crematoria." The plans and sites of these crematoria are to
be subject to the approval of the Local Government Board ;
restrictions are imposed with regard to their propinquity
to dwelling-houses and to public highways, and the Home

Secretary, who will have to be satisfied that they are

properly constructed and equipped, will make regulations
for their conduct, maintenance, and inspection.
A section in the Act provides not only against breaches of

its regulations, but imposes heavy penalties with a view to
the mitigation of those dangers which, in the present state

of the law as to death certificatiou, must in some degree
be increased by the possibility of quickly and completely
destroying human remains. Under this section every person
who shall wilfully make any false declaration or representa-
tion, or sign or utter any false certificate with a view to

procure cremation of a body, shall be liable to a sentence of
two years’ hard labour, and every person who shall procure
or attempt to procure the same object with intent to conceal
the commission, or to impede the prosecution, of any offence
shall be liable to penal servitude for five years. At the same

time nothing in the Act is to interfere with the jurisdiction
of coroners or to sanction the creation of a nuisance, and
the scruples of those who are opposed to cremation from a
religious point of view are protected by the provision that
the incumbent of a parish shall not be under any obligation
to perform a funeral service before, at, or after the crema-
tion of the remains of his parishioners, but power is given
to call in other clergymen on such occasions if it be

desired.

We have sketched above the outline of a statute

which will no doubt in process of time be usefully
applied in those districts where lack of space and over-

crowding of the living render the safe and economical dis-

posal of the dead a matter of difficulty and where the

introduction of cremation by private enterprise would not be
likely to command success. That such a measure should

have been passed shows the gradual development of public
feeling in the direction of sanitary improvement, while the

delay that has attended it illustrates the necessity for the

gradual rather than rapid education of public opinion where
matters more or less of sentiment are involved. The.

medical profession has always taken a keen interest in all

questions affecting the safe disposal of human remains,’and
with the introduction of cremation as a means to this end

the names of Sir HENRY THOmPSOV and Sir T. SPENCEB

WELLS (to mention no others) will always be indissolubly
connected. Those of the pioneers of the movement who

survive will, no doubt, view the new enactment with satis-
faction and will do all they can to encourage its applica-
tion where its adoption is likely to be useful and conducive
to the public health.

- --- +-------- -

Cancer Research.
THE Cancer Research Fund has now reached a pecuniary

position which enables preliminary working arrangements
to be taken into consideration by the Executive Committee,
and on the decisions of the Executive Committee as to

the lines on which the fund is to be administered

depends very largely the degree of success which will attend
the project-a project which has been honoured by the

presidency of the PRINCE OF WALES and supported in

liberal measure by money contributions from the general
public. It is understood that the provisional scheme for
the working of the fund which was considered by the

Royal Colleges of Physicians of London and Surgeons of
England suggested (1) the starting and .- uipment of

special laboratories to be devoted entirely to research work

bearing on the subject of cancer ; (2) the encouragement of
research work in connexion with cancer within the United

Kingdom or in the British dominions beyond the seas;
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(3) assistance in the development of cancer research work a

in various hospitals and institutions ; and (4) the provision w

of means for systematic investigation generally into the t(

causes, prevention, and treatment of cancer. A meeting of p
the Executive Committee has now been held and, as our F

readers are aware, it has been decided that a General b

Superintendent of Cancer Investigation shall be appointed p
to carry out the work much in accordance with this pro- e evisional scheme. We may with advantage briefly re- c c
capitulate what has been done in this country and abroad o

in the general direction of systematic research into the cause r

of cancer before we consider the special task that lies before
the Executive Committee of the Cancer Research Fund. I
The Cancer Research Laboratories of the Middlesex Hos- c

pital were the first special laboratories to be founded in 7

this country for the study of malignant disease. In i

1899 the staff of the hospital drew up a scheme which a

included the foundation of the laboratories, the constitution 1
of a Cancer Investigation Committee, and the appointment (

of a special staff for carrying out the work. The Cancer 1

Research Laboratories were opened for work in the beginning 1

of 1900 and the first volume of reports is just announced. I

The next organisation founded to deal specially with
cancer research was the German Comite fur Krebsforschung,
which was constituted in 1900 with Professor vox LEYDEN
as President and Professor GEORGE MEYER as general
secretary. The Comite includes two vice-presidents, seven

honorary members, nine foreign membao-s, and 62 German
members. The foreign members include three representa-
tives from this country, two from France, and one each from

Egypt, the United States, Japan, and Russia. The German

members include all those who in that country have been

specially identified with the investigation of malignant
disease. The Comite occupies itself mainly as an adminis-
trative body, to encourage and to assist financially individual
research work in immediate connexion with the causation of

cancer, to collect and to tabulate information bearing on the

subject, and to further generally the advancement of scien-
tific knowledge in connexion with cancer. The maintenance

of laboratories of its own does not enter into the working
scheme. The Comite is so far recognised by the State that
its meetings are held at the offices of the Ministerium des
Inneren, and it receives an annual grant of 5000 marks from
the Government. The first volume of Verhandl’lln(J des

Conaites /M7’ Krebqforschqing (heft i., 1900-1902) has recently
been published in Berlin. Other special cancer research
laboratories have been founded on similar lines to those of

the Middlesex Hospital. In Germany there are two under the
direction of Professor VON LEYDEN and Professor EHRLICH

respectively. The former laboratory is worked in connexion
with Professor VON LEYDEN’S special cancer ward at the

Charite Hospital in Berlin which contains 34 beds and is

supported by the State at an annual charge of 53,000 marks.
Professor EHRLICH’S cancer laboratory is in Frankfort and
is supported by private contributions. In the United States

the first cancer research laboratories were those at Buffalo,
which are now under the Department of Health of the State
of New York and which have been materially assisted by
private benevolence. A legacy from CAROLINE BREWER
CROFT enabled the Cancer Committee to the Surgical Depart-
ment of the Medical School of Harvard University to organise

a commission of pathologists to carry on special research
work in connexion with cancer in the pathological labora-
tories of the university. This commission issued a short

preliminary report in October, 1900, and a fuller one in

February of this year. In addition to these purely scientific
bodies cancer leagues and societies constituted on semi-

popular lines have come into existence with the object of’

educating the public generally as to the importance of

cancer research. Of these schemes some are less wise than

others, but all have a good object and should therefore be
regarded by medical men with broad sympathy.

It will thus be seen that work which is already in.

progress indicates with some clearness certain of the lines

on which the Executive Committee of the Cancer Research.

Fund may proceed. It may support research work in cancer
in pathological laboratories already existing in the London
and provincial medical schools, from which laboratories the

pathological work on which the scientific reputation of this-

country depends has hitherto gone out ; it may, in addi-

tion, maintain a central bureau for the collection and

tabulation of the results of laboratory research work and of
other investigations bearing on the causation of malignant
disease ; it may establish new laboratories apart from the-
medical schools and carry them on under its own super-
vision. The Executive Committee will proceed early in

l October to appoint a General Superintendent of Cancer

Investigation, and it will be seen that the duties of the

Loffice, detailed in our advertisement columns on August 9th,
- foreshadow the direction in which a start will be made

iThese duties include : (1) the general directicn of laboratory
i investigation ; (2) the supervision of workers appointed by
i or receiving grants from the Committee ; (3) the collecti( n
t of statistical, dietetic, topographical, and other information ;
- (4) the organisation of a system of correspondence with
1 colonial, Indian, and foreign laboratories and workers ; and
f (5) attendance at the meetings of the Executive Committee
e or any committees appointed by them for special purposes
.- relating to the investigation. With regard to the establish-
e ment of new laboratories, it is to be hoped in the interests

g of British pathology that no hasty decision will be arrived
,t at. The General Superintendent may also be appointed
is Director of the Central Laboratory, but unless this labora-

n tory be in connexion with a general hospital the work there
s should be rather critical and generally supervisory. The

y results obtained up to the present time by pathological
h laboratories endowed for research work independently of
)f connexion with sources from which to draw their supplies of
le neoessary material, have not been such as to encourage the
H endowment of others of a similar kind. And the institu-

in tion of new laboratories for cancer research work, unless
ie such laboratories were intimately connected with general
is hospitals from which an adequate supply of material for

s. investigation could be readily obtained, would be a mistake.
ld The opinion of those who from practical experience are

es familiar with the actual necessities of laboratory research
o, work is, we believe, unanimous on this point. What has been
te done at the Middlesex Hospital with the help of its Cancer

y Research Fund could be done at other of the large London
SB hospitals if the necessary financial support from the execu-
,t- tive committee of the Cancer Research Fund were given..
se At the great general hospitals of the metropolis and the large
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provincial towns there is, alas, a practically unlimited supply
of material directly at hand. If the laboratories attached

to these institutions were used there would be no necessity
for the Cancer Research Fund to spend money on laboratory
accommodation or on a large staff ; the laboratory accom-
modation already available would be ample and the leading
pathologists in the country could be utilised for the direc-
tion of any research work. And it may safely be said

that a sum of 1000 or .E1500 judiciously distributed

among existing hospital laboratories would enable the

committee to show better results for the expenditure of
the funds entrusted to it than thrice that amount spent
in maintaining laboratories where ordinary facilities for

obtaining material for investigation might be wanting.
Nor are economy and the certainty of obbaining plenty of
material whereon to work the only, or even the principal,
advantages of carrying on such research in laboratories

attached to general hospitals. Another great advantage is
that those engaged in research in connexion with cancer

would have the benefit of constant contact with colleagues
engaged in research work on other lines, and so there would
be no danger of work being nullified by the narrow specialism
which would inevitably beset workers dealing with only one
form of disease and isolated from their fellows. A further

argument in favour of distributing the research work over a
rather wide area is that there would be less danger of the
work following one groove too closely. In every labora-

tory the trend of research work is mainly controlled by the

opinions of the responsible head. With regard to the

causation of cancer there is at present so wide a divergence ’

of opinion that it would be unfortunate if research work

were confined to too narrow a field. By all means let

there be a central bureau for the comparison and codifica-
tion of results, but let the foci for gaining information be I

reasonably numerous and let the workers at these foci have I
a free hand. Their results should be brought into line by
the central authority, but the directions of their labour

should be left largely to themselves.
The care which has been displayed in the preliminary

stages by the promoters of the scheme, and the Royal
support afforded to the two English Colleges in this matter,
give every reason to hope that a national scheme of in-

vestigation will be drawn up in which the voice of those

especially connected with pathological research work will

carry due influence. One of th3 best informed and ablest

pathologists in our country, the professor of pathology
in Cambridge University, is a member of the Executive

Committee. This is in itself a guarantee that the real

needs of the working pathologist, if his research is

to have a fair chance of bearing fruit, will be clearly
placed before the Executive Committee. We trust that the

Executive Committee will see the whole question of cancer
research as the working pathologist sees it and will, in the
first place, stimulate the labours of our well-established

laboratories and assist processes of inquiry already com-
menced. Nor must it be forgotten that although the

inquiry at first will be directed mainly to the pathological
aspect of the question, the clinical side must also take the

important position it merits. The assistance of the large
general hospitals will then become a necessity. It would

be manifestly advantageous to the progress of the

investigation for the physicians, surgeons, and pathologists
of the same institution to work together. In this way

results may be obtained which will justify the influential

support which has been afforded and which will encourage

the 
further endowment of the 

0 work.
The Prevention of Cruelty to

Children.
THE council of the National Society for the Prevention of

Cruelty to Children is to be congratulated on the report of
the society’s progress during the year 1901-1902. Thirty-
seven new centres of work have been added to those

already in operation, the whole number being now 877, or,

with those in Scotland included, 924. The annual income

has been increased by E1807 and there is a balance in

hand of &pound; 231 after payment of the year’s expenses. There

are, however, arrears of debt incurred in less prosperousyears amounting to .E7151. As mentioned by us in a

previous issue, the society has been able, chiefly through
the generosity of two of its supporters, to open new central

offices. The modus operandi of the society is explained
with much clearness in this report. Its primary object is, of
course, the protection of children, but it does not seek to

attain this object by a blind and mechanical application of
its legal powers. Nor does it even seek this desirable end

alone. Recognising in cruelty something morbid and at

variance with the normal domestic order it deals with it as

such. Accordingly, while affording protection, and if need-
ful by extreme measures, it is not forgetful that home con-
ditions have to be improved if the children’s happiness is to
be more than temporary. It is, we think wisely, averse to

any system of permanent removal, even from poor homes, if
this can be avoided, and it therefore devotes its energies
largely to the task of so reforming the manner of life insuch homes as to make them at least decently habitable.
This ought not to be too high an ideal for attainment and
it has not proved to be unattainable. Even where parents
have been imprisoned for their misconduct we are informed
that in the vast majority of cases children have been

restored to them and further supervision has revealed an
alteration in the domestic life of the family and a return to

natural, that is to humane, conditions. Furthermore, the

interest of neighbours is enlisted and a species of local

public opinion in favour of fair-play to the children is

encouraged. Thus the operations of the society may be
said to be conducted in accordance with the vis medieatrix

’naturae, and they appear to be rather appreciated than
resented even by the delinquent parents themselves. It is

suggested in the report that if the educative principle were
more freely employed in home life in relation to such

other evils as the various forms of juvenile depravity the

costly machinery of industrial schools and reformatories

might be to a great extent dispensed with. Whether, and
if so how far, this arrangement is a possible one is still

an open question. The suggestion that such works of

social reclamation should utilise the family tie as far as
possible and should, other things being equal, prefer a

more natural to a more artificial method of procedure is
at all events worthy of consideration.
Among other matters discussed at the annual meeting of


